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1. Following the instructions secelved from tho Central Committes of Gomuni st 
25X1_ Party of Yucoslavin, the Central Comittes of Communist Party of Slovenia 
issued, on 7 Augus 1f47, ea directive to all Seuorsterier of District Cane 
mittees of KIL, iactiteting them to prepare for a decisive ogee agains? the. 


Churoh ~ the Last vemedning center of reactionary opposition left in the 
country o , 


2. On 18 August, Edvard Ferdel;) made a public speech in Ljubljana in which he 
mude cn oxtromely virulent ustack against the Chureoh. This seegoh was Dh. 
signal for widesproad sxui-cLeriloal damonstrations throughout Sidveais, 

Sonmant: Siniler deconstrations have taken place in Croatia.) 


25X11 


$. Thors follows a litere]l translation: ; 
“ZK of KPS | 7 August: 1947 
ZK of KPS 732/47 ~ C 


Ta all Socretarie: of District Committeos of XPS 
Ac a result of deoisiors made by the Politburo of the Perty, thd following 


confidential instieti cas will be ocrried out by all locas connt staes of the 
Fertye ; 
(a) The Politbyro har examined and studied a greet mmber of 
_ politioe] recortr and haz reached the conclusion the% ths 
greatest cerser of all reactionery sentimente and sctivi« 
ties in Slevent ie is the: Cetholic Church and the priests 
that serve it. “he Cathclic Church, by the vory nature : 
of ite funéeontet tanets, is, and will always romain , 
ideolog celly opposed to the ideale of the Perty. Tia 
great Lenir: recopnized in religion a major berrier in the 
enlightenrer’ of the masses and more particularily of) che 
peasants. Feots prove this. In spite ef our vicbordss 
over the Church, ard in spite of the sentences pronod iced 
ageines leading texbers cf tha Umurch, a greet pertiaa of 
the pomlaticn efiill remiius uader the cloud at religious 
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& inflvonac one Padulcn) to the tried, “von ty the tums 
wo have noticed that a cract awher of worters still ale 
low the:olves to 2 deluced oy the Chureh - ¢ fnet which 

11) acess rith “O.c crotrossive nits of the Vartye 


{b) Open and obvious nanifastetions of clerical ® asition - 
auch af the coalition 0” the recetionary bourpcoisiy dad 
the prierte, crain hoarding, Krigord activitios, ct eatera - 
All fo te show thet the tiee hes nor cove when it ia doso~ 
Lutely necessary to declare mr arainst the Church and ree 
move onet and Sor all the evil influcnce of the vriosts 
‘in our cotuntry.e ~ 


(c} In this tar ste shall acout the voll rroven tactios recon« 
rended by the Bible, "i shall slaughter the shopherd, nnd 
the flock will disscrse". If wo wish to attacl the rovt 
of the evil then we runt conpromice and noutralize the . 
Bhephordg - “hat is, the }riestse For this reason it is 
necessary Sor vou to orranize, through your losal trusted 
aronts, arexotic action acainet the priests. ‘very: chred. 
of evidenve should be sourht which can, in sore vey or. 
other, sqcve to cocpromise the individual repres-mtctives 
of the Charch before the masses. Ag evidoneo ucgounulates 
ord rumor? cebher var, hold public moctines and place the 
fects bofare the masses. 'ro- anon= trusted pnrty renbers . 
orronize vronps wh: will sebliely de and the removal of 
incividua! priests, ixyloit every op-ortunity for orrane 
izing; dewonrtrations ocal’nst the Church and nore porti¢u- 
lerly ana inst the various relictous orders. During the 
demonstritcLons demands should be mde for hand! “If over the 
Ghurch raoros ntatives to uhe avthorities. Those de-snds 
should bo accerranied by publie and vociferous oxpressions 
of hatred ereinst the Church. The orinary objcot of these 
denonstra’i ne is to crovide the authorities tAth an opptas. 
tinity to take effective action arainnt indivicual priests, 
nonks and nuts, All those who durtne the dononstrations 
avidence their symrathios Cor tha Church, should be ord 
volced inte incidents - thus siving the autheritios aa op= 
portunity to arrest then. Is is absolutely necessary that 
ali denonrtrations should sppoar sporntencous and as thouph 
provoked ty the pecrlcs!? ov ville 


(i) Mach rofcrenea to ronasteries and couvents. It is donandod 
thet 21] roaie ond nuns he evnguoted fron monasborias and 
ca-veribe €9 that those buildins can be -iven to the nouple 
and so thet theese ~onlts end nuns nay he praductively or 
ployed in-a lay cayacity. The Apht should nore particularly 
be direoted avninst pil rirnce shrines and pilerinms. Theso 
pilerisace sirines are nothine nore or less tha: money makinre 
institutce for exvtoitirr the credulity of the massen and 
sotbine thele hearts acninst the sco les* covoranent. he 
rest hous¢s for pil-rins are uscd for criminal praotlocn, 
the duty ¢f all orrcriigations of the larty is to send their 

nost trusted members x athese vilrrinace shrinos with ine 
structions to -rovoite the pil:rins, through appropriste 
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leaflets, slovans, ot cetara, to aritetc arvainss the 
Covernnent. iiverything should be done to tive the ine 
pressilor.@ at bhose amti-Covermmont ourbhursts genuinely 
enanotea Jyom‘i he pilprims and better vtili from the 
priests. In she meantime the local UY and Militia 
will ba preparod tc effect the arrests of such oriesta | 
and pilerims as nay be indicated to tl:em by the local 
party represontatives. Those arrosted will ve charged 
with inciting sedition anninst the State, Turthor, 
those arrtsts will provide the authorities with an ox 
cuse for rearciuing pilcrimace shrines, monasteries, 
convente, et cotere, preparatory to Tinally closing 
thom dam. In connection with all those actione al}. 
colis and Farty orraniseations will furnish us with #111 
reports throur. their appropriate District Comittees. 


It is necessary to create on obmesphere which will parnit 
the strugple azainst the Church to rrov suceasst vely 
sharper rad mare bitter. Gur first duty ts to rid the 
people of the canker of religion. We mst, in Slovenia, 
Bsupprese £12 tie old and new infiucnees of the Chureh, | 
The Slovere poo;le mst be thoroughly exereised of all | 
tho evil influonces of the priests and roligior, for 
only this will onatle us to rake el? the peasants and in 

e bronder sonse, the 1 2B n particular we rust figut 
asainst the influorse oF ene emong the Youthe AL 
orpanizauions oust ensue that no school ohildran raceivo 
rolicion énstracbion. Thin voy will fall principally 
upon the crpanizations of the ArZ. (Antifeasistiok’ Front 
zona = Vorents Anti-Fascist From), The youth mst, ac~ 
cording te a wall conceived and lonr=range plar., be dram 
further atoy from the Church, in the immer so sucecess+ 
fully carried out in the Soviet Unione 


For these reasons particuler care should be given to 
supervising tio education of mombers of "Pioneers" and 
SKOJ. Thyrougs careful instruction youths must be por~: 
sunded thet anyrolicious instruction they had received 

in the port was not only false and vrrong -but also caicu~ 
lated to prejudice their chauces of enjoying the hal | 
penefite of a now end progressive education ~ the only 
education whieh will fit then om to become progressive 
and free citizens. “hero children still remain undor 

the religious influence of their parents, every effort 
mist be mde to certroy that influence. If parents insist 
on visiting their religions prejudices upon their children, 
then apprepriate counter measures will be taken to silence 
them and forec then to respect the lar of religious telcra= 
tion, Partbievlorly obstinvte parenss will be " conor ont sed 
and brougt te the notiee of the authorities 
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wGia oat all lecsl cree ‘izabions in your 

as ee i ahead Clissuss witha bem the best vmys of 
inple-a ting these inetractione in the Licht of 

oer) aireunes ae ses rad ot HMlitlos. De not roe 
Sion thos erroubar at your rectines. Send uc a fbb 
emt dog-hhed vrocorh of vores Local suetines mad the 
ways ino vilub sea repose oo exceute our inm:ruotions « 
ceard chin etrasctle ag tio most imvortent s crurcle 
for the rrcconte , 
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Oh} On the LObth of tits morun (Anucuet) a mass meeting 
hole at Usher .- Ljubljana. The spectore 
ince our Toaces, “ardelj. Orenwize ieLlece 
stone no reoupa aaund your loudsnocler se 

3 fneech ety be the sir-nal Poy derdunine 


as » 


bh Lita ip the exervction of the ‘lanes 


PB. Selle 
ivihe a ee otene Vavedin 
Conornl Soa¢cretumy Crvexizatbion Caer ary. 


Om 19 Auvust, Kardold made ais fanons speech (fully pmiblished in the 
press; in Ljabl jens. Soa a) after the speech as vies of rnti- 


clerical dosmeugbrations sed atecures beran, some of wiibel Zo) Lews 


(a) oA doree ered muse 


cod card the onlecs em the Uishen 
of bp see, ew ories of “Seas Yolk (che Wishes) 
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sub of iis ledr and “row the skin of f his boy" ane 
tered tie vedace anc indulred in an orpy of ondalbien 


toe 
logiing. aotbun ‘\eliy for the lishop, ho wag fies 
inthe country. 
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Tn moy eve of Glo entc, churches sl churel: rocert 

\ * 
vero aSveched, oo mem wiests vere arrested’ on the 
crounds thd whey hed or voked breaches of pitblis on 
der &j 


ee, x * . L3 - » * 
ti} AG pilprim shrines and rei -ious festivals see 
promeruccuss. ae chetteshed Ut Vente omen: 


v 


furthor Muncer cf priests e:y) ainting SPOTS arrested . 
The most iniportons pllerin cloone in Slovenia, eh 
Devien onrijsna ‘rogjen, var t rst looted ard thon 
cloce.) oe tie veviee, anoth vr vem old and ocnour 
phlerina chrive oi the Islsaad of cletshko deszevo vier 
looted, cles ad, amd ta now suc i dod be plain ebothos 
yy personnel. 
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(e) The AFZ has alrendy begun an intensive campaign 
apainst religious instruction for all children. 


(f) A nunber of monastories end convents have already 
- been dissolved. Old monks and nuns have been as~ 
signed to specific private houses, and young onos 

have baen ordered to take up productive work. 
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United States within the 
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the Esplomge Act 50, U.S.C, Bh and 32, 
as amemied. Its transmission cr the 
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